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DESIGNATION, UNDERTHE PLENARYPOWERS,FOR
THE NOMINAL GENUS " CARABUS" LINNAEUS,

1758 (CLASS INSECTA, ORDERCOLEOPTERA)
OF A TYPE SPECIES IN HARMONYWITH

CURRENTNOMENCLATORIALUSAGE

RULING :—(1) Under the Plenary Powers, all type
selections for the nominal genus Carabus Linnaeus, 1758
(Class Insecta, Order Coleoptera) made prior to the pres-

ent Ruling are hereby set aside and Carabus granulatus

Linnaeus, 1758, is hereby designated as the type species

of this genus.

(2) The generic name Carabus Linnaeus, 1758 (gender

of name : masculine) with the type species designated in

(1) above, is hereby placed on the Official List of Generic

Names in Zoology as NameNo. 669.

(3) The specific name granulatus Linnaeus, 1758, as

published in the combination Carabus granulatus, is

hereby placed on the Official List of Specific Names in

Zoology as NameNo. 62.
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L—THE STATEMENTOF THE CASE

On 15th December 1939 the Royal Entomological Society of

London published Part 6 of the work entitled The Generic Names

of British Insects. This Part contained the Sixth Report of the

Society's Committee on Generic Nomenclature^ covering the

First Report of its Coleoptera Sub-Committee^. This Report

was concerned exclusively with the names of genera belonging

to the Family carabidae, species of which occur in the United

Kingdom. Attached to the Sub-Committee's Report was a

statement in which it had formulated recommendations for the

use, by the International Commission, of its Plenary Powers in

the case of the names of seven genera belonging to the foregoing

Family. The Sub-Committee submitted at the same time a more
detailed statement regarding the names of the genera of this

Family represented in the British Fauna which had been prepared

for it by Mr. H. E. Andrewes, one of its members. The present

Opinion is concerned only with the first of the applications so

submitted. This relates to the generic name Carabus Linnaeus,

1758. At the time of the publication of the foregoing Part of

the Generic Names of British Insects, the hour was not opportune

for the submission to the International Commission by the

Society of recommendations relating to problems of zoological

nomenclature, for at the outbreak of war in Europe in September

1939 the records of the International Commission had been

evacuated from London to the country as a precaution against the

risk of destruction through air raids and the London Secretariat

of the Commission had been temporarily closed, while, for its

part, the Society, hke other learned institutions with headquarters

in London, was pre-occupied with pressing administrative pro-

blems. Accordingly, at that time no steps were taken by the

Society to submit to the International Commission the recom-

mendations formulated by the Coleoptera Sub-Committee. In

At the time of the publication of this Report the Composition of the Committee
on Generic Nomenclature was as follows :—Francis Hemming, C.M.G., C.B.E.
{Chairman) ; K. G. Blair, D.Sc. ; F. W. Edwards, M.A., Sc.D., F.R.S.

;

O. W. Richards, M.A., D.Sc. ; N. D. Riley ; W. A. F. Balfour-Browne
(Secretary).

The composition of the Coleoptera Sub-Committee at this time was as

follows : —H. E. Andrewes ; W. A F. Balfour-Browne ; K. G. Blair, D.Sc. ;

M. Cameron ; Sir Guy Marshall, C.M.G., D.Sc, F.R.S.
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August 1943, however, Mr. Hemming notified Mr. N. D. Riley,

who by this time had become Secretary to the Royal Entomological

Society of London that the Commission would be glad to receive

these recommendations. Thereupon these were submitted to

the Commission by Mr. Riley on behalf of the Society on 23rd

August 1943. For the purposes of the Commission the present

apphcation was treated as consisting of two documents, each an

extract from Part 6 of the Generic Names of British Insects, the

first from the paper written by Mr. H. E. Andrewes, the second,

from the covering Report of the Coleoptera Sub-Committee. The
apphcation so constituted, was as follows :

—

(a) On the type of the genus " Carabus " Linnaeus, 1758 (Class Insecta,

Order Coleoptera)

By H. E. ANDREWES
{Leicester)

Carabus Linnaeus, 1758.

Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat. (ed. 10) 1 : 413.

Latreille, 1810, Consid. gen. Anim. Crust. Arach. Ins. : 426.

Curtis, 1833, Brit. Ent. 10 : pi. 446.

Hope, 1838, Col. Man. 2 : 47.

Solier, 1848, in Truqui and Baudi. Studi Ent. 1 : 58.

C. G. Thomson, 1875, Opusc. Ent. 7 : 640.

Andrewes, 1935, Ann. Mag. not. Hist. (10) 16 : 14.

Breuning, 1932—1937, Best.-Tab. Europ. Col. 104—110.

Latreille cited as type Carabus auratus Fab., 1801 (=Linn., 1761),

a species not originally mentioned by Linnaeus, so that the citation is

invalid. Curtis, 1833, and Westwood, 1838, made Carabus violaceus

Linn, the type. C. G. Thomson divided the genus into a number of

subgenera, and, following Hope, made C. granulatus Linn, the type of

his subgenus Carabus s.s. Most recent writers, including Breuning

in his revision quoted above, also treat C. granulatus Linn, as the

genotype. For the reasons given in my recent paper, it is very desirable

that the International Commission should express an Opinion con-

firming Hope's citation and overruling that of Curtis.^

3 The above is an extract from the paper entitled " The Generic names of the

British carabidae " prepared by Mr. H. E. Andrewes for the Coleoptera

Sub-Committee of the Committee on Generic Nomenclature of the Royal

Entomological Society of London. At the date in question the composition

of the above Sub-Committee and of the above Committee was as shown in

footnotes 1 and 2 above.
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(b) Proposed suspension of the " Regies " for " Carabus " Linnaeus,

1758 (Class Insecta, Order Coleoptera)

By SIR GUYA. K. MARSHALL, K.C.M.G., D.Sc, F.R.S.

{formerly Director, Imperial Institute of Entomology, London),

H. E. ANDREWES
{Leicester),

W. A. F. BALFOUR-BROWNE
{formerly Professor of Entomology, Imperial College of Science and

Technology, London),

K. G. BLAIR, D.Sc.

{formerly Deputy Keeper of the Department of Entomology, British

Museum {Natural History)),

and

M. CAMERON
{British Museum {Natural History), Zoological Museum, Tring)

In the case of the following generic name the strict application of the

rules embodied in the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature
would cause a serious, and quite unnecessary, disturbance in existing

practice and would, in our view, cause greater confusion than uniformity.

For this name we are in favour of a partial suspension of the Rules.

The object we have in view can be effected by a very slight departure

from the strict application of the Code.

The portion of Mr. Andrewes' paper relating to this name was written

by him in consultation with us, and we are in full agreement both
with his conclusions and with his recommendations, which we summarise
as follows :

—

The Generic Name " Carabus " Linnaeus, 1758

The first valid type-citation is that of Carabus violaceus Linnaeus,

1758, by Curtis, 1833. Hope, 1838, cited Carabus granulatus Linnaeus,

1758, and C. G. Thomson, 1875, in his revision of the genus, made this

the type of the subgenus Carabus s.s. ; in this action he has been followed

by all subsequent writers. To maintain Curtis' citation would cause

considerable confusion in the subgenera of this genus, with a profuse

literature, so that it is very desirable that this citation should be set

aside in favour of that of Hope.

Weare therefore of the opinion that in the exercise of the Plenary
Power conferred upon them by the International Zoological Congress
the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature should
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as soon as possible take the steps laid down by the Congress for the

promulgation of an Opinion to the following effect :

—

The name Carabus Linnaeus, 1758 (type Carabus granulatus

Linnaeus), is added to the Official List of Generic Names in

Zoology. The designation by Curtis, 1833, of Carabus violaceus

Linnaeus as the type is therefore to be set aside, and that by
Hope, 1838, of Carabus granulatus Linnaeus is to be accepted.*

IL—THE SUBSEQUENTHISTORY OF THE CASE

2. As soon as possible after the receipt of this application, to

which the Registered Number Z.N.(S.) 158 was given, steps were

taken to prepare the two papers in question for publication

in the Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature which had recently

been established as a means for bringing to the attention of

zoologists applications submitted to the International Com-
mission for decision. The papers in this case were sent to the

printer in September 1944, but, owing to difficulties arising from

paper rationing, shortage of labour at the printing works and
similar causes, publication did not actually take place until

28th February 1947 (Andrewes, 1947, Bull zool. Nomencl. 1 : 247
;

Marshall, Andrewes, Balfour-Browne, Blair & Cameron, 1947,

ibid. 1 ; 248).

3. The publication of this application in the Bulletin elicited a

letter of support from Dr. Th. Mortensen {Universitetets Zoologiske

* The above is an extract from the First Report of the Coleoptera Sub-Committee
of the Committee on Generic Nomenclature of the Royal Entomological
Society of London. At the time of the submission of the above Report, the
Coleoptera Sub-Committee was composed as in footnote 2. At the same
period the Committee on Generic Nomenclature was composed as given in

footnote 1. On receiving the Sub-Committee's Report, the Committee on
Generic Nomenclature, in their Sixth Report, recommend the Council of the

Royal Entomological Society of London to transmit the Coleoptera Sub-
Committee's recommendations to the International Commission on Zoological
Nomenclature for favourable consideration. This recommendation was
approved by the Council and, on the publication of the Committee's Sixth

Report by the Society on 15th December 1939, the Sub-Committee's recom-
mendations were forwarded to the International Commission by the Council
of the Society.
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Museum, Copenhagen) who in a letter dated 8th April 1947

indicated his approval of the action proposed by writing the

word " Yes ".

4. Issue of Public Notices : On 29th September 1947 a notice

of the possible use, by the International Commission on
Zoological Nomenclature, of its Plenary Powers in this case was

issued to the serial pubUcations prescribed by the Ninth Inter-

national Congress of Zoology, Monaco, 1913. The pubUcation

of this notice eUcited no objection so far as concerned the merits

of the action proposed, but a letter dated 19th March 1948 was

received from Dr. Richard E. Blackwelder {United States National

Museum, Washington, D.C., U.S.A.) expressing the view that the

material furnished by the applicants was insufficient.

III.— THE DECISION OF THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMISSIONONZOOLOGICALNOMENCLATURE

5. The present appUcation was considered by the International

Commission on Zoological Nomenclature at the Fourteenth

Meeting of its Paris Session held at the Sorbonne in the Amphi-
theatre Louis-Liard on Monday, 26th July 1948 at 2030 hours.

The following is an extract from the Official Record of the Pro-

ceedings of the International Commission giving a summary of

the remarks made by the Acting President (Mr. Francis Hemming)
in introducing this case and of the subsequent discussion (1950,

Bull. zool. Nomencl. 4 : 445) :

—

THE ACTING PRESIDENT (MR. FRANCIS HEMMING)
said that the only objection which had been lodged against the

action proposed in this case was similar to, and came from the

same source^ as, the objection which the Commission had just

considered in the case of the name Brady cellus Erichson, 1837.

The Commission would no doubt give due weight to the objection

so advanced. In his (the Acting President's) opinion, it was
necessary, however, to bear in mind that the genus Carabus

^ See paragraph 4.
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Linnaeus was one of the best known of all the genera in the Class

Insecta ; in consequence this generic name fell in the class of

names, to appUcations regarding which the Commission should

give special consideration with a view to securing, inter alia,

that long-forgotten or long-ignored type selections should not be

permitted to introduce instabihty by disturbing current nomen-
clatorial practice. In this case, therefore, his recommendation

was that the Commission should use their Plenary Powers to

grant the desired relief.

GENERALAGREEMENTwas expressed with the views

outUned by the Acting President.

6. The decision of the Commission in this case is set out as

follows in the Official Record of its Proceedings (Paris Session,

14th Meeting, Conclusion 1 1) (1950, Bull zool. Nomencl. 4 : 445

—

446) :—

THE COMMISSIONagreed :—

(1) to use their Plenary Powers :

—

(a) to set aside all selections of the type species of the

genus Carabus Linnaeus, 1758 (Class Insecta,

Order Coleoptera) made previous to the present

decision
;

(b) to designate Carabus granulatus Linnaeus, 1758,

to be the type species of the foregoing genus
;

(2) to place the generic name Carabus Linnaeus, 1758, with

the type species specified in (1) (b) above, on the

Official List of Generic Names in Zoology ;

(3) to place the trivial name granulatus Linnaeus, 1758 (as

published in the binominal combination Carabus

granulatus) on the Official List of Specific Trivial Names
in Zoology

;

(4) to render an Opinion recording the decisions specified

in (1) to (3) above.
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7. The following are the original references for the names which
appear in the decision set out in the immediately preceding

paragraph :

—

Carabus Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. nat. (ed. 10) 1 : 413

granulatus, Carabus, Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat. (ed. 10) 1 : 413.

8. The gender of the generic name Carabus Linnaeus, 1758,

referred to in the decision quoted in paragraph 6 above, is

masculine.

9. The decision taken in the present case was reported to,

and approved by, the Section on Nomenclature of the Thirteenth

International Congress of Zoology, Paris, 1948, at its Sixth

Meeting held on 26th July 1948 (1950, Bull zool. Nomencl.

5:113).

10. The Ruling given in the present Opinion was concurred in

by the sixteen (16) Commissioners and Alternate Commissioners

present at the Paris Session of the International Commission,
namely :

—

Beltran vice Cabrera ; Boschma ; Bradley ; di Caporiacco
;

Hemming ; Hindle vice Jordan ; Jorge vice do Amaral

;

Kirby vice Stoll ; Lemche vice Dymond ; Mansour vice

Hanko ; Metcalf vice Peters ; Riley vice Caiman ; Rode
;

Sparck vice Mortensen ; van Straelen vice Richter ; Usinger

vice Yokes.

11. The Ruling given in the present Opinion was dissented

from by no Commissioner or Alternate Commissioner present

at the Paris Session.

12. At the time of the adoption of the Ruling given in the

present Opinion, the expression prescribed for the second portion

of the binomen which constitutes the scientific name of a species

was the expression " trivial name " and the Official List reserved

for recording such names was styled the Official List of Specific

Trivial Names in Zoology, the word " trivial " appearing also in

the title of the Official Index reserved for recording rejected and
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invalid names of this category. Under a decision taken by the

Fourteenth International Congress of Zoology, Copenhagen,

1953, the expression " specific name " was substituted for the

expression " trivial name " and corresponding changes were made
in the titles of the Official List and Official Index of such names

(1953, Copenhagen Decisions zool. Nomencl. : 21). The changes

in terminology so adopted have been incorporated in the Ruling

given in the present Opinion.

13. The prescribed procedures were duly compHed with by the

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature in dealing

with the present case, and the present Opinion is accordingly

hereby rendered in the name of the said International Commission
by the under-signed Francis Hemming, Secretary to the Inter-

national Commission on Zoological Nomenclature, in virtue

of all and every the powers conferred upon him in that behalf.

14. The present Opinion shall be known as Opinion Two
Hundred and Forty-Three (243) of the International Commission
on Zoological Nomenclature.

Done in London this Fourteenth day of December, Nineteen

Hundred and Fifty-Three.

Secretary to the International Commission

on Zoological Nomenclature

FRANCIS HEMMING
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